
Giving Our College Students The Resources To Succeed 
Governor Christie Announces $86.3 Million Project To Enhance The New Jersey Institute Of Technology  

 
In his continued mission to improve higher education across New Jersey, Governor Chris Christie today attended a 
ceremony for an $86.3 million improvement project at the New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT). This is the largest of 
176 construction projects approved by voters last November that will provide modern facilities at universities and colleges, 
and benefit more than 350,000 students throughout the Garden State. 
 
What You Need To Know About The Improvement Project 
 

The NJIT project will include: 
 

 A Center for Innovation and Discovery that will support innovative learning programs and application of emerging 
knowledge through hands-on laboratories, design and modeling studios, state-of-the-art classrooms and research 
areas. 

 Three floors of academic and research space for a Biological Sciences Education and Research Complex that will 
bring together researchers and students from biology, biomedical engineering, pharmaceutical chemistry, 
biophysics and mathematical biology. 

 Teaching/learning centers that include a new Math Engagement Center; a new Composition Engagement Center; a 
Teaching Effectiveness Institute; and centers for advising and pre-professional mentoring. 

 The project expands educational opportunity and access for State residents.   
 
What You Need To Know About NJIT 
 

Founded in 1881 as the State’s first technical school, NJIT began as a non-degree granting training center in science, 
mathematics and drawing. In 1994, the Legislature designated NJIT as a Public Research University, one of three in New 
Jersey. NJIT currently offers 46 undergraduate and 75 graduate programs across six colleges.   
 

Historically, NJIT has provided more than a quarter of New Jersey’s engineers, and more than 95 percent of the degrees 
awarded by NJIT fit directly into the targeted employment needs of the State.  
 

 Currently, 50 percent of NJIT’s students are minorities;   

 Nearly 40 percent of all NJIT undergraduate students are first generation college students; and  

 More than 15 percent of entering undergraduates qualify for the State’s Educational Opportunity Fund program; 

 NJIT’s Strategic Enrollment Plan 2013 anticipates enrollment growth to more than 14,200 students by 2020, which 
would constitute a 50 percent enrollment increase from 2011 and a 75 percent increase over 2005. 

 
More Information On The Higher Education Bond Referendum 
 

Governor Christie signed legislation that allowed a $750 million higher education bond referendum to appear on the ballot, 
which New Jersey voters approved in November 2012. This is the first bond referendum for capital improvements at the 
state’s higher education institutions since 1988. To date, 176 construction projects have been approved.  
 

A full list of approved projects can be found here:  
http://www.state.nj.us/highereducation/documents/130430CapitalFinancingGrants-ListsofApprovedProjects2.pdf     
 
Greater Support For New Jersey’s Higher Education System And Students 
 

Governor Christie’s fiscal year 2014 budget provides $33.9 million in increased State support for institutions of higher 
education and student assistance.   

http://www.state.nj.us/highereducation/documents/130430CapitalFinancingGrants-ListsofApprovedProjects2.pdf


 

 Governor Christie’s Fiscal Year 2014 Budget Increases Resources for Higher Education Institutions and 
Students by Approximately $33.9 Million.  Under the Governor’s proposal, total State support is proposed to 
increase from $2.08 billion to $2.1 billion. 

 $22.6 Million of the Additional Funding Goes to the Twelve State Colleges and Research Institutions.  Total 
State support for State colleges and research institutions is proposed at over $1.4 billion, supporting day-to-day 
operations and paying the cost of employee fringe benefits. 

 


